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Shelia Tibbs




Vanessa & Christina in Atlanta
HRSA/Office of Rural Health Policy Weekly Announcements

Brought to you by the Community-Based Division
Week of October 4th-8th, 2010 
· Information on ORHP/Rural HIT Network Program
As you all may have heard by now, ORHP plans to develop a new one-time funding opportunity around rural HIT. You may have seen language in the Network Development guidance that states that you can only apply to one of these programs in the same fiscal year. With that said, we know that you have been waiting anxiously to hear more about this new rural HIT Network program so that you can determine if the Network Development program is a better fit for your needs or the rural HIT Network program. While ORHP is still working on the specific details of the HIT program, we wanted to share some updated information with you all:
Rural HIT Program:

· Guidance Availability: ORHP expects the guidance to be released in January/February, 2011

· # of anticipated awards: ORHP plans to make 40 new rural HIT Network awards (based on availability of funds)

· Funding Amount: Applicants will have an opportunity to request up to $300K per year (3-year grant program)
· Eligibility Requirements: The eligibility requirement is the same as it is for the Rural Network Development program and Rural Outreach program. The network must be composed of at least three health care providers that are separate, existing organizations. In addition, the applicant must meet one of the 3 criteria mentioned below.
· The applicant organization must be a public or private non-profit entity located in a rural area.  To ascertain rural eligibility, please refer to http://datawarehouse.hrsa.gov/RuralAdvisor/  and enter the applicant organization’s state and county.  A network serving rural communities but whose applicant organization is not a designated rural area will not be considered for funding under this announcement. 
· If the applicant is not located in a rural area but are a Federally- Recognized Tribal Organization, they are eligible
· If the applicant is not located in a rural area but exists exclusively to provide services to migrant and seasonal farm workers in rural areas and is supported under Section 330G of the Public Health Service Act, they are eligible.
· Purpose: The purpose of the program is to assist network organizations in rural communities who would not qualify for Stage 1 or 2 of Meaningful Use if it were not for this grant. 
· It is strongly encouraged that a network of more than 3 partners is formed and includes a broad range of providers to form a full continuum of care (physicians practices, critical access hospitals, tertiary referral, acute facilities, pharmacies are just some examples)
· The emphasis of this grant is to use the funds to begin offsetting the costs of HIT acquisition.
· Applicant organizations must have completed a readiness assessment and include the tool in the application. (A specific tool may be identified by ORHP as a requirement.)
· One of the specific indicators of need will be actual EHR availability. There are a couple of ways in which a network may be eligible for this program. 1) If the lead applicant and their network partners do not have an EHR at all and are looking to purchase one, they would be eligible to apply for this program; or 2) if majority (2/3rds) of the network providers have not yet purchased or implemented an EHR, the network would be eligible for this program.
· As ORHP has more information on this program, we will continue to provide it in our weekly updates.
· Information on EHR Incentive Program

The Office of Health Information Technology and Quality (OHITQ) identified a key policy development related to the Meaningful Use Regulation as part of the Electronic Health Record Incentive Program administered by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services that impacts our programs and populations served especially in the rural setting. For further information, please visit: http://questions.cms.hhs.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/10158/kw/Federally%20Qualified%20Health%20Centers/session/L3NpZC9DN0F5cVFiaw%3D%3D
· Agrisafe Webinar: Advancing Our Understanding of How Child Development and Supervision Relate to Pediatric Farm Injury
a. Presenter: Dr. Barb Morrongiello, Director, Child Development Center and Professor, Psychology Department, University of Guelph
b. Date & Time: October 13, 2010 @ 12-1pm Central Time
c. Session Objectives:  Promote an appreciation for how developmental processes can differentially influence risk or injury on farms at different stages in childhood; Share some research findings to illustrate how this approach can be applied; Enhance understanding of how injury prevention approaches might be tailored based on developmental level of the child.
d. Session Link: http://uiowa.na5.acrobat.com/bmorrongiello/ Enter your name in the guest login box and click on 'Enter Room'\
· Tools for transforming rural mental health programs into promising and/or evidence-based practices (Mark Your Calendars!)
There are many promising practices in rural areas that have made improvements in mental health in their community. Given the opportunity and technical assistance, these programs could incorporate more scientific methods of evaluating their program to become an evidenced based practice. This webinar will provide an overview of a technical assistance guide for promising practices in rural mental health to learn more about the strategies, methodologies, and resources needed to become evidenced based practices. We will welcome feedback on how to make the guide more useful for rural mental health organizations that are developing new practices.

a. Presenters:  Nicole Speer, Ph.D., Research Associate, WICHE Mental Health Program & Mimi McFaul, Psy.D., Associate Director, WICHE Mental Health Program

b. Date & Time: October 27, 2010 @ 2pm - 3pm EDT
c. Registration Information will be forthcoming by ORHP
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